English Preface 

Waskia is a non-Austronesian language spoken by 
about 12,000 people living on the northern half of 
Karkar Island in the Madang Province of Papua New 
Guinea. People living in the village of Tokain on 
the coast north of Madang also speak a dialect of 
the Waskia language. The Waskia language is a 
member of the Kowan family of languages, of the 
Isunrud stock in the Adelbert Range Phylum • 

The aim of this dictionary is to provide a 
listing of the more common Waskia words with their 
meaning in Papua New Guinea Pidgin and in English. 
Entries of verbs, kinship terms, terms for body 
parts, and other words that conjugate use the third 
person singular ( **he" ) fbrm . Further information 
about other forms of these words can be found in 
the section entitled "Notes on Waskia Grammar" 
which is included at the end of the book. 

The data used in this dictionary are the result 
of research in the Waskia language carried out by 
Fay Barker and Janet Lee under the auspices of the 
Summer Institute of Linguistics from 1 976 to 1 984 . 
The authors would like to express appreciation to 
the many Waskia speakers who have helped them to 
learn the language, and who have been invaluable in 
assisting them to define the meanings of the Waskia 
words. We would like to apologise for any errors 
that may have been made. 

Papers on the phonological and grammatical 
structure of the Waskia language are on file at the 
Summer Institute of Linguistics Technical Studies 
Department, Box 4l8, Ukarumpa P.O., Eastern 
Highlands Province, Papua New Guinea. 
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